'BEFORE THE COMMISSIONER OF STATE TAXES &ﬁXClSE
HIMACHAL PRADESH

(Block No. 30, SDA Complex, Shimla-09)
Representation No.: 01 of 2026
Date of Re-Institution: 18-07-2026
Date of Order: 26-08-2026

"IN THE MATTER OF: -

Ranchor Infra Development Pvt. Ltd.,-Delhi,
Toll Lessee Parwanoo Unit (Year»2'23 24) .....Appellant

Sk

Versus
-1. Collector -cum-Addl. CST&E (South Zone},, shlmla «%

. 2.Dy. CST&E (Excise) District Solan, HP ...,‘Rigapondents

Parties represented by:

Whe;emx:«fﬁé Learned Financial Commissioner (Appeals) vide
order dated 25.04.2026, in Case No. 01-/2025 (Toll Tax), in the
matter of M/s Ranchor Infra Developers Pvt. Ltd., 603, Rohani, Delhi

-85, passed orders as under:-

“Keeping in view the aforesaid position, the order

dated 24.03.2025, passed by the Ld. Commissioner of
/State Taxes & Excise, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-9, in
‘application No. 01/2025 is quashed and set aside and the
matter is remanded back to the Ld. Commissioner, with the
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directions to re-assess the amount of refund in accordance
with the provisions of law and decide the application afresh
keeping in view the aforesaid observations, after providing
the opportunity of being heard to the appellant.”

- And whereas, brief facts of the case are that Appéllént was
allotted Toll lease, for a bid amount of 20, 00, 00, 000/~, in respect
of Parwanoo Unit, comprising of Toll Barriers Parwanoo (Main),
Parwanoo (Sector-IV) and Tipra (Bye Pass), for the year 2023-24.
Due to heavy rainfall and landslides in July and August 2023 roads
and bridges were severely damaged, leading to restricted vehicular
movement through the barriers under Parwanoo Unﬁ Appellant
claimed relief of 23, 68, 00, 000/~ from the Department bQCause of
loss due to unpredictable natural calamity. This claim of the Appeliant
was rejected vide order dated 24.03.2025 and the Appellant filed an
~ Appeal, against this order, before the Learned Financial
Commissioner (Appeals).. The Learned Financial Commissioner
(Appeals) vide order dated 25.04.2026) quashed and set aside the
order dated 24.03.2025 and has remanded the matter back to the
undersigned with the following observations:- ‘ |

‘In the instant case, the claim has been moved by the
~_appellant on the ground of natural calamities and the present
‘respondents have not denied thefact of natural calamlt/es
The claim of the appellant for refund cannot be demed mere/y
by observing that no record is available regardmg traffic
movement for the months of June, 2022 to August 2022 to
make the comparison of toll collection data/ traffic
movements with the months of June, 2023 to August, 2023
and there is a significant gap between the refund claim
amount as laid by the appellant and reported by the Circle/ ;
District Authorities. In case, the Ld. Commissioner was of the
view that the claim has been excessively made by the
| appellant or not assessed by the authorities in accordance
with the law, he should have referred the matter back to the
concerned authority for proper assessment of refund. Simply,
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denying the claim on this basis is againét the spirit of the
~ provisions of Section- 10 of the Act and conditions of the
Announcements and further there is nothing in the Act to

reject the refund, if the appellant has collected the Tolls for
the whole year.”

Re-lnst|tut|ng the case on above grounds, notice, dated
18.07.2026, was issued for hearing. '

And whereas the Appellant'was heard through his Counsel
Shri H.S. Rangra, along with Shri Mahender Pundial, Power of
Attorney. The Appellant /Toll Lessee submitted that there are two
recommendation reports regarding refund in favaur of the !
submitted by the Dy. Commlssmner State Taxes and

nd Excise (Excuse)

District Sirmour. He argued thal %_recommendatlons ‘farwarded by

st, 2026 the Competent

,@@‘ of the foregoing, it is submitted that the fresh
assessment report dated 12.03.2025 had been submitted by
ACST&E I/c Parwanoo Barrier is more well-founded and Justified as
it is backed by available facts and more objective assessment of
the situation.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the assessment report
dated 12.03.2025 submitted by the ACST&E I/c Parwanoo Barrier,
may be considered as the final assessment of the loss suffered by
the Toll Lessee, M/s Ranchor Infra Development Pvt Ltd.,
)_amOunting fo ¥ 2, 91, 86, 032/- (Rupees Two Crore Ninety-One
‘Lakh Eighty-Six Thousand Thirty-Two only), subject to approval of
the Competent Authority.”



A copy of above report /clarification, for information, was also supplied

to the Appellant.

And whereas, the Appellant through its Authorised Signatory
Shri Mahender Pundial, requested that refund as per report dated
12.03.2025, which the Respondent Department is relying upon, may
be allowed in favour of the Appellant. However, filing rejoinder, dated
19-08-2026, the Appellant submitted that clanﬂcm report dated 13
August, 2026 by the Dy. Commissioner (Ex%i&e) DI‘%:
non-considerate and wrong, is liable to be reimd an

t Solan, being

Solan recommendmg a refund of ’(3., ,68, 64, 960/- be
~ with interest @ 18%. '

In compliance! witk ‘
peals), i order, dated 25-04-2026 and
further in view of ’the facts anﬂ @wcumstances of the case, as brought

Financial Commlssmner (A

to my notice by the by the Dy. Cémmlssmner (Excise), District Solan
vide report dated 13 August, 2026, against the prayer of the Appellant
fo@ﬁnanéfﬁii;glief of 4, 29, 00, 246/- undersigned found appropriate
snsider a relief to the tune of 2 2, 91, 86, 032/- (Rupees Two Crore
Nlné"fy-f)ne Lai?ﬁ"'”Eighty-Six Thousand Thirty-Two only) on the basis of
report submmed by the Dy. Commissioner (Excise), District Solan vide
letter No. EXN“ SLN-Toll-2026 5369, dated 13 August, 2026, and is
accordingly allowed in accordance with provisions of Section 10 of the
HP Tolls Act, 1975 read with Clause No. 2.8.3 of the Toll Policy for the

Year 2023-24:

/ [10. Refund.- The Assistant Excise and Taxation Commissioner
/ or the Excise and Taxation Officer in charge of the district either

suo-moto or on an application shall, in the prescribed manner,
refund to the lessee or any other person, with the prior approval
of the Commissioner, any amount of lease money paid by such
lessee or person under this Act, if the amount of lease money so
paid is in excess of the amount due from his under this Act:
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Provided that refund shall only be allowed to the lessee in
the event of any loss sustained on account of law and order
situation, natural calamity or by acts of God or force majeure:

Provided further that no refund under this section shall be
allowed unless the claim for refund is made within a period.of
one year from the date on which such claim accrues.]

2.8.3 The Commissioner of State Taxes & Excise, Himachal
Pradesh after going through the facts and circumstances
" brought to his notice in each case and after hearing the lessee,
if necessary, may give prior approval to refund the amount as
he may think fit under the facts and circumstances of the case.
. The decision of the Commissioner of State Taxes & Excise,
Himachal Pradesh shall be final and binding on the lessee.

Hence a refund of ¥ 2, 91, 86, 032/- (Rupees Two Crore Ninety-One
Lakh Eighty-Six Thousand Thirty-Two only) is approved in favour of

the Appellant. As per provisions under Clause 2.8.4 of the Toll Policy ‘
. for the year 2023-24, the Dy. Commissioner (Excise), District Solan

to refund the amount only after deducting any amount which may be

due to be paid to the Government by the Appellant-Lessee.

Commlssmner State Taxes & Excise
Himachal Pradesh

EXN-CST&E-Toll-1-26/2026-27/ 2418S - 24192  Dated 26-08-2026

Copy is forwarded to:

1. M/s Ranchor Infra Developers Pvt. Ltd., 603, Jaskson Crown Heights,
Crown Plaza, Sector-10, Rohani, Delhi-85,for information.

" 2. Addl. Commissioner-State Taxes & Excise, South Zone, Shimla- 05 for

information.
3. Dy. Commissioner State Taxes & Excise (Excise), District Solan for
further necessary action.
4. Legal Cell for information and further necessary action.
. ‘Guard File.

e o

U

Q&f‘d\; 4\&5 \\ VU
Commissioner State ‘Taxes & Excise
Himachal Pradesh
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